Law and Light 
WITHIN. 


The moſt ſure Ruleor LAS ſhew- 


_ eth the right uſe and end of the Scripture, - 
MANIFESTED 


In oppoſition to ſeveral falſe Principles inſerted in a 
Book Intituled Scripture Light the moſt ſure Light,by Wil- 
liam Bridge, the Great Paſtor and Reverend Father, 
ſo accounted, of the Church at Tarmouth in 
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3 Aving lately viewed part of IVilliam Bridge his Book a» 
> forelaid, who hath long been eſteemed an Eminent . 
Teacher among many of the Profeſſors, and them cal- 
S led Independents in England, and having in, his Book 
PALS found many falſe principles and finful Do&rines,con- 

trary to the Scriptures of Truth,it wasupon me in the fear of the 
| Lord to lay open ſome of his Principles, that the Ignorant'may 
. be-iinftrufed, and the Profeflors of Tarmanth and elſ>-where ma 
not truſt in deluſion nor in deluders, but ceaſe from man whole 
breath is in his noſtrils, and no longer eſteem of any above what 
they are, but urn to the Spirit of the Lord as it appears in them, 
which Spirit ſearcheth all things,and leaderh them into all truth 
who are willing to be guided by it, whereby they niay try al 
things, both Spirits, -Do@rines'and fruits , and hold faſt thar 
which is good, which Spirit they that hate it and reſiſt the mo» 
wings of it when 1t moves againſt their ungodlineſfſe and errours, 
it-will be a witneſſe againſt them unto condemnation, and they 
ſhall remain in darknefſe,and have their portion in darkneſſe; So 
ler the Profeſſors and People of all ſorts conſider theſe things in 
the fear of God. 

Firſt I ſhall lay down one particular for a truth which 1. Brices 
A ath 
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hath inſertedin his bock in p. 12. butit is againſt himſelf & ſuch 
as he is, where he ſaith, 

Pr. That a knowing learned man it may becan utter more of the Sctim. 
pture then he feels, but a good man feels more then he can utter, 

Anſw, This isa Teſtimony againſt himſelf and his Brethren che 
Prieſts, who are learned men, who utter many things not in the 
true feeling which the good man is In ; fo they are not the good 
men, for they walk contrary to that which ſhould bring them in= 
ro the feeling of truth in the inward parts;% I ſhall hereprove that 
William Bridge is out of the true feeling when he utters ſuch Do- 
&rines as he hath done contrary to the truth, 

Pr, From 2 Pet.1.1c.e have alſo a more ſure word of prophecy wheres 
vntoye do well to take heed, W. Bridge ſaith the Apoſtle doth here pre- 
fer the written word before a revelation from heaven, now if he do prefer it 
befure a Divine Revelation, then it #4 ot to give place to the dawning of 
fame ſpecial Light and Revela ion in the heart, p- 4 

Anſw. In this he hath both perverted the Scripture & affirmed 
thac which is falſ, for the Apoſtles preferred Divine Revelation be- 
fore the writings, as having the things of God revealed in them, 
before they ſpoke them forth or wrot of them, and Peter ſaith, The 
prophecy came not in old time Ly the will of man, but holy men of God fpake 
as they were moved Ly the holy Ghojt, 2 Pet. . 25. io that they firſt 
had the prophefies of Scripture revealed in them by the holyGhoſt 
before they were written,and that word which the Apoſtle direfts 
to was the word of prophecy which was before the words were 


written,nigh in the heart,and gave place to the dawning ofa ſpc«. 


cial Light and Revelation in their hearts, for it led them to the 
dawning of the day and the ariſing of the day»ftarin their hearts 
which was Chriſt, for whoſe Revelation they hoped through the 
word or ſpirit of prophecy in them,and ſuch did not deny the gi= 
ving place tothe dawning of the ſpecial Light and Revelation in 
the heart,as W. Bridge in his blindneſs hath done, ſee Me, x1. 27 

x Pet, 1. 13. 2 Pet. 1, 16. | : 

Pr. Hedſaith p. 9g. Ie tell you ſayes the Apoſtle what ye ſhall do 
whileſt ye are in the dark, even take heed to the word written, 

Anſ. That's falſe, the Apoſtle ſayes no ſych words, neither ſaies 
he the word is written but living, and they were to take heed to 
the word of prophecy which they had as a [ight that ſhined in a 
dark. place, unti} the-day-ftar aroſe in- their hearts; now they 
that are in the dark do not underſtand the Scriptures, then 
how. ſhould they take heed to. rhat they know not ? but 
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(3) 
che light in the heart which ſhineth in darkneſſe , before it 


py bim, to the law and to the Teſtimony. A 2 Anuſ. 
—_— 


! thine out of darkneſte it gives the erue underftanding ; Again 
WilliemBridge is exceeding dark in counting the word of PR__ 
rhe writing or Scriptures of the Prophets, for the Apoſtles words 
or writings which tettifies of Chriſtas he is come are as ſure asrhe 
Prophets writings (or more) fo that if he had intended the more . 
ſure word to be the Scriptures withouc, he would rather have 

 faid ye have a more fure word of the Apoftles totake heed unto ; 
and again,the Scriptures doth not ſhine to them that are in dark- 
nefſe, becauſe they underſtand them not, but che light ſhineth 
m darknefle thongh the darknefle comprehends ic not, and the 
leaſt meaſure of the light of Chriſt being waited in by any one, it 

ropheſies of a greater manifeſtation of light, and leads them that 
lieve in it co the Revelation of Chriſt, the power and glory of 
the Father, {o that this light in them is more ſure tothem then 
a voiceor viton whieh another hath heard or ſeen which they 
have not, a manifeſtation of which light or ſpirit is given to every 
man to profit withal, Foby;z. 4,5. 9. 2 Cor. 4. 6 

Pr. In page 7. he faith, 4 good man may live and dwell ina place 
or Town where no means of grace arein a poor dark, ignorant corner of the 
World. 

Ayuſ. This is falſe Do&rine, for the Grace of God which brings 
falvation hath appeared unto all men, Titys 2. 11. and this grace 
15 10t withone ſorae means of it as it doth convince of fin, and 
ceacheth to deny ungodlineſs and worldly lufts, and ict appears 
with the means of it as to convince of fin and to teach righte- 
ouſneffe,as thouſands do and ſhall witneſfe, - and they who will 
not be taughe by ir, with it they ſhall be lefc without excuſe. 

-Pr. In page 7. he faith, David thirſted after Ordinances, ſaying, 


foul thirſteth after thee O God to ! thy Power and thy Glory: Pl.630,% 


Anſ. David in thirſting after God and his power and glory, 
thirſted afrer that which is beyond all carnal or viſible Ordinan- 
ces,and ſhall remain when all ſuch your Ordinances ſhall fail and 
bavean end; bur now ſee how plainly Wilam Bridge hath in this 
comraditted himfelf, for if the Scripture be preferred before Re- 
velation from Heaven, and be not to give place toſuch a Revela- 
tion in the heart as he hath affirmed, then what needed David 
have thirfted toſee the Power and Glory of God, for that is re» 
vealed in the hearts of believers, Eph. 3. 20. 

Pr, In page 9. and 10. A very good man may be much in the dark, 
(tentptation time is a darktime) yer this Scripture light he hath alwayes 
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Anſ. A very good man is wed 2: God and walkethin the light, 
and though he be cempred entereth not into the temptation, for 
the wicked one toucheth him not, as Fobn (aid,and that 1s the moſt ſure 
light to him which keepeth him out of temptations, which Jlighe 
was before the Scriptures were, and the Law is light, and thete- 
ſtimony is the Spirit of propheſie which was in the Saints before 
they wrote the Scriptures, which are not thelight burteſtifie of ic, 

Pr. page. 7. Joſeph when ny was fir(t with child, be did not 
know what to do.in the caſe till the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, 

Anſ. Which flatly concradi&s his former words, for then che 
Angel of the Lord andwhat he revealed to Joſeph was more ſure 
rohim then the Scriptures of the Prophers, forthey did but fore- 
ce}l of Chriſt, but the Angel convinced Foſeph concerning Chriſt, 
that he muſt not put away his wife as he would have done, asb 
the Scripture, touching fornication which ſhe was not guilty of, 
as the Angel convinced him, Mar. 1. 19. ſothat Revelation was 
more {ure then the Scripture. : 

Pr. page 1c, Wicked men have the light of the Scripture as a b'ind 
wan hath the Sun, the Sun is in the firmament over the head of the blind 
man, yet it is not light to hims : 

Anſ. Here again William Bridge hath contradi&ed himſelf, for 
then the Scripture is not the moſt ſure light to the wicked, becauſe 
the wicked are as far from underſtanding the Scripture, as the 
blinde man is from ſeeing the light of the Sun, by this mans 
words, and yet he bidsthem that are wicked in the dark take heed 
tothe word written, which is no betterthen to bid a blind man fol» 
low the light of the Sun, but that is the moſt ſure light which (hin- 
eth in che hearts, and opens the blinde mans eyes, and brings to 
Divine Revelation, which the Scripture without doth not, but te- 
gr of the light and of Revelations, which the light of Chriſt 

rings to, 

Pr. page 12. The Scripture light is the moſt excellent ſafe and 'ſure 
light, it us the light of lights 1, there are _ falſe lights in the world. 

Auf. God is the light of lights, the Father of-lights, 7ames 1. 
17, andnot the Scripture, for it is the writing not the light, and 
if God be the Fountain of lights, from whence, did theſe falſe 
| -ghes come? ſurely William Bridge hath fpoken-.here much out of 
the feeling, forthat which is falſe is not the Light., though de- 
ceit may transform like the. light, but no deceit 1s really light, 

Pr. page 12. In lookjag in the Scripture, this great tokinS-elafs, .ye 
ſee the truth; that are therein contained concerning God and Chriji, there 
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is. God ſeen eſpecially, and Chrijt ſeen, there alſo you ſee your ſelves and 
your own dirty face, this is that manifeſting light under C rift, 

Anſ. Here is confulion and-falſe Do&rinesadded to confulton, 
for if the wicked have the Scripture but as the blind man hath the 
Sun, how ſhovld they ſee their dirty faces in the Scripcures,or (ce 
the truth, or God or Chriſt in the Scriptures, when the Heaven of | 
Heavens cannot contain God, 1 Kings $, 27, much leſs the Scripture, 
-and he that would here divide the Scripture light from Chriſt, as 
if the Scripture light were one and Revelation were another, he is 
blind, for the Lighe which- the Saints have in Scripture is inthem, 
and is the light of Chriſt, without which the Scriptures cannot 
be underſtood, ſo that is the manifeſting light which gives the 
true underſtanding of the:Scriptures, and the Letter or Writing 
not the lighe. 

PF, . page 15. Scripture Light is the higheſt Light, Scripture Diſpenſa« 
tion the higheſt Diſpenfation, the Diſdenſation of Viſions and Revelations 
was of a lower rank, 

Anſ. Herein hath Will:;am Bridge both ſhewen his ignorance and 

contradifted his brethren the Prieſts, for many of the Prieſts do 
account the Diſpenſation of the Prophets and Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
which was a diſpenſation of viſions and revelations, far higher 
then theirs who now have the Scriptures, but do not own revela- 
tions to be manifeſt in theſe dayes, when as no man knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him, Mat. 11. 
27. ſo William Bridge in his counting vitions and revelations of a 
lower rank then the Scripture, he might as well ſay chat the know- 
ledge of Godand Chriſt which is revealed, is lower then the let- 
ter, when as they were in a Scripture diſpenſation, and had the 
letter of the Law and Prophets who a Chriſt, and Paul 
was there when a perſecutor, butwhen he received the diſpenſation 
of God given him by reyelation,. whereby he was made a Mini- 
ſter, heknew that which was above or beyond the Scriptures; ec» 
ven Chriſt revealed in him the myſtery, and ſo preached him un+ 
tothe Gentiles, and did nor (leight divine revelation, nor (et the 
letter above it as William Bridge hath done, Gal. 1. Col. rt, 27, 
2 Cor. 13.5. 

Pr. page 15. If God ſhuuld now ſpeak, unto youby Viſions or Vifonal 
Revelations, how would you know that this were the voice of God but Ly 
the Scripture, and who doth not know that the Devil will. peak, an bun- 
dred truths. 

Anſ. Here his groſe ignorance of the yoice of God is ſeen, for 
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God is able to manifeſt his own voice to them that havenot the 
Scriptures without, as he did before they were written, and the 
{heep of Chriſt knows and hears his voice; what doth Willem Bridge 
believe that the Sheep of Chriſt mult all go to the Scripture wich 
out, and try his voice thereby, when the devil can ſpeak Scriprure 
or a hundred truths ? then what muſt try the devils voice, and 
how then mult they try voyces and ſpirits that cahnot read 
the Scripeures;now all chat own the Spirnt of Truth which ſearch- 
eth all things, whereby words voyces and Spirits are to be tryed, 
they nay ſoon ſee the Prieſts ignorance in theſe things. 

* Pr. Pag. 18. I am to be ſo far from deſiring God to ſpeak, in this way of a 
viſion, as I am bound rather to be backward to it. 

Anſ. Here William Bridge bis defives are contrary tothe true Mi- 
niſters deſires, for they went on to Vilionsand Revelations, and 
preached what God had revealed by his word in them, but in this 
he hath manifeſted himſelfe co be like the Priefts of old, from 
whom the viſion was departed, aud the day was become dark over 
them that they might not have a Vition , and where there ts no 
viſion the-People periſh, Mice 3. 2 Cor. 12.1. 

Pr. Pag. 18 .1f any have a revelation #0. try or confirme any Goſpel 
dofrine, *tis a deluſion of Satay, 

Anſ. Which is _ contrary tothe Apoſtles doctrine, for they 
taught them that had revelation to try all things and hold faſt 
that which is good. # Theſ. 5.21. And by the revelation of Chrift 
they witneſſed the dodrine of the Goſpel confirmed and fulfHed 
in them,and this is no deluſion, fo that this Prieſt might as well 
have ſaid that the knowledge of God isa deluſion, for it comes by 
revelation and confirmes Goſpel dofrine. 


Pr. Pag. 27. He faith the Light aud Law within us here is Tmperfet, - 


the Laro of Grace within,& the Light within is not able to convince others, 

Anſ. Which are both falſe,for the Law and Light of the Lord is 
perfe&, and by this Light within are many convinc'd of cheir evil 
deeds, and reproved for them, and things that are reproved are 
made mnanifels by che Light, & who ever ſpeaksto the convincing 


others ic muſt be fromthe Light within which is perfeQ,as every 


gift of God is perfe&, Eph. 5.13, Col. 3.16, 

Pr. Though the Law and Light and Spirit within us be 4 principle of 
good, yet it 15 not the Rule of our goodneſs or Lives. 

Anſ. Herein William Bridge hath plainly contradi&ed himſelf, 
for he confeſleth in pag. 28 that the nn Law and Light diſcovers 
thoſe heaps of ſin that are in the Soul, and doth not onely incline a man bw 

R what 


| WE | | 
what is prod, but it tyables bim therennto, then 1 (as that the inward 
Light both diſcovering fin, and inclining and inabling man to 
that which is good, ic mult be the rule of their Lives, for the Spi- 
rit of Truth leadeth into all eruth , Fob# 1.6.13. which is more 
then the Scripture will do , though we truly own the Sripture in _ 
its place as ic teſtifies of the Truth,and againſt (in in the generall, 
yet che Light within muſt be the more ſure Rule, for it ſhewes un- 
co particular men their particular fins, and ſhews unto them 
wherein they are guilty, and opens their eyes and theweth them 
the way to Life which is Chrift, who enlightens every [man com» 
ing into the World, and this is mere then all ontward words or 
Writings. 

Pr, Ta pag. 29, William Bridge ſaith,Tf the Law and Light and Spi- 
rit that is in me be my rule, then Imay do any thing without fin , I may 
whore, be drunk,ſteal or any thing without ſin , but the Law, Light and 
Spirit may command me to do ſuchthings as theſe, 

Anſ. Here's heaps of confulion & horrible blaſphemy,for before 
he confefſed that the inward Law and Light doth both incline a man to 
what is good, and inables himtoit, and that it is a great belp tous in our 
way to Life, and againſt this William Bridge in pag. 29 ſaith, that 
the Law or Light or Spirit within you is Ebrit in you,{o you may 
ſee how horrib[y he hath blaſphemed againſt Chriſt, in making . 
him the auchor,or commander of whoredome , drankenneſs ma . 
ſealing, as by his words appeare , when as Chriſt condemns all 
unrightcouſneſs, and all that own Chriſt in them for their guide 
and rule, they witneſs that he is come to condemn fin in the fleſh, 
andnotto lead them into whoredome and drunkenneſs, nor any 
lin, for he purgeth throughly them that receive him, Mat. 2. 2. 
and 3, 12, Rom V. 14235. 

Pr. If the Law and Light and Spirit that is in me be my Rule, then I 
am myownrile,andſol am God, 

Anſ. This is falſeand abſurd , and contradifts his own words, 
for he confeſſed that the Law or Light or Spirit within is Chriſt 
now then if Chriſt be my Rule, Jam nor my own Rule, noram 
God; for hethat hath Chriſt torule him, is not ruled by himſelfe 
but by Chriſt in him, whereby he is come to deny himſelfe and 
to follow Chrift. 


Pr, Pag. ;06, He ſaith, the Scripture is the firſt ground of our Faith 
and Hope, 


Arſ. Then Chriſt is not your ground nor hope who are out of 
the Apoſtles do&rine, for they witneſſed that another foundation - 
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could no man lay then that which is taid, which is Chriſt, who was 
in them their hope, and the Author and Finither of cheir faith, 
1 Cor. 2. 41. Heb. n1.%, BN 

Pr. Pag. 32. Humane Reaſon is a beam of Divine wiſdom, yet if it be 
[| not inlightened with a higher Light of the Goſpel, it cannot reach unto the 
|. things of God. 

10 Anſ. Heres both falſehood and-abfurdicy, for a beam of Divine 
Wiſdom.is rot Humane but Divine,as the Wiſdom is from whence Fi 
| it comes, and a beam of Divine Wiſdom need nothigher light chen : 
| that Wiſdom, by which Wiſdom the things of God are reached | 
| and known, now he isexceeding blinde who cannot diſcern Hu- 
mane realon which is earthly and corruptible, from che Divine 
| Wiſdom, which is Incorruprtible and eternal}l: 
| ; Pr. Pag. 33. Tis. Revelation Light from the Goſpel that doth bring 
| to Heaven, 

Anſ. So now at length he. hath granted co the Truthz butin 
this he hath overthrown all his former do&rine againſt revelation, 
wherein he did ſet theScripture aboveRevelation,and would nor 
have Scripture to giveplace to the dawaing of the ſpeciall Lighe 
and Revelation inthe heart ; Bur now is the Light of the Gofpel = 
which is the power of God revealed in His People, which hath dif- 
covered the blindneſs and Ignorance ofall ſuch blind leaders who 
are ignorant of the Light and Law of God within, and whoare a- 
gainſt the knowledge of God in their preaching againſt Divine re- 
velation, concerning which William Bridge hath ſo largely ſhewen 
his grofle darkneſs and blaſphemies; And this may be a warning = 
roall his hearers, 8 all profeſſors who are nor wilfully blind to be 
awakened and ceaſe from ſuch blind watehmen and paſtors, who > 
3+ have long fed themſelves and not the flocks, and come to Chriſt = 
the true Shepherd and Paſtor who will feed his flock Himſelfe. 

This in tender love was I movedto give forth for the fimple ones $ 
ſake that they may be undeceived ; and let none at the reading *' 
hereof be offended at what I have cbarged againſt William Bridge a 
foreſaid, for I am willing (if the Lord fo order me,and give me an 
oportunity) publickly to prove that he leads the people belides 
the wayes of God, and teachetherrourin ſtead of Truth; this I 
am willing to prove to his face if the Lord ſo order me, if J/illiam 
Bridge wonld ſtand a fair diſpute with me publikly,and ſtand to his 
own dodtrines; many more of whole falſe dofrines I could niani- 
feſt in his book, which at preſenc I omit 
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